Vancouver, 6th to 8th July 2010
Pelagic Cormorant – cormorants are quite common around the coastline of Vancouver, this was the only species definitely identified

Mallard

Bald Eagle – quite frequently seen soaring high above

Cooper’s Hawk – one sparrowhawk seen, probably this species

Glaucous-winged Gull – the common urban gull
Band-tailed Pigeon

Rufous Hummingbird – one bird seen briefly feeding from nettle flowers. The bird of the holiday. Tiny, at first sight thought to be an insect. Why are there no Hummingbirds in the Palearctic Region?

Northern Flicker

Pacific-slope Flycatcher

Gray Jay

American Crow – very common in urban areas, can be quite aggressive towards humans

Violet-green Swallow – like our House Martin. Common urban bird

Barn Swallow

Black-capped Chickadee

Bushtit

Bewick’s Wren

American Robin – not quite as common as in Toronto, but still many around

Eurasian Starling

Cedar Waxwing

Spotted Towhee – common in parkland, a rattling call commonly heard
Song Sparrow – the common ‘sparrow’ but darker and more rufous than the eastern birds, with a slightly different song

White-crowned Sparrow – one bird seen

Black-headed Grosbeak – several pairs seen

Bullock’s Oriole – the western equivalent to Baltimore Oriole

House Finch
American Goldfinch – not as common as in Toronto

House Sparrow – more common than Toronto

Also seen at Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary

Western Grebe

Great Blue Heron

Northern Pintail

Wood Duck

Greater Yellowlegs

Western Sandpiper

Tree Swallow

Reifel Migratory Bird Santuary

The location of the Reserve is given on this map
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A list of species by season is as follows

[image: image2.jpg]Explanation of Symbols:

seasonal occurrence

relative abundance
a ndant almost always seen

March through May
June through August
September through November
December through February

‘common found on most visits
fairly common  found on some visits
uncommon seldom seen

rare hardly ever found
casual ot seen every year

accidental

other symbols

CAGO
WobU
GWTE
MALL

introduced species

1 or 2 records.

species has been documented breeding in the

checkist area
seen offshore

Red-throated Loon +
Pacific Loon +
Comimon Loon +

* Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe +
Red-necked Grebe +
Eared Grebe

* Western Grebe +

Double-crested Cormorant
Brandt’s Cormorant +
Pelagic Cormorant +

* American Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Catile Egret
Green Heron
Black-crowned Night-Heron

Tundra Swan
Trumpeter Swan
Mute Swan [I]
Greater White-fronted
Goose

Snow Goose
Ross' Goose
Emperor Goose
Brant

* Canada Goose

* Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal

* Mallard

ABDU
NOPI
BWTE
CITE
NOSL
GADW

Ameican Black Duck [1]
Northern Pintail
Blue-winged Teal
Cinnamon Teal
Northern Shoveler
Gadwall

Eurasian Wigeon
American Wigeon
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Tufted Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup

Surf Scoter +
White-winged Scoter +
Common Goldeneye
Bufflehead

Smew

Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser +
Ruddy Duck

 Turkey Vulture

Osprey
Black-shouldered Kite
Bald Eagle

Northern Harrier
‘Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle
American Kestrel
Merlin

Peregrine Falcon
Gyrfalcon

Prairie Falcon
Ring-necked Pheasant (1]
California Quail 1]

Virginia Rail

ora
American Coot
Sandbill Crane

Black-bellied Plover
American Golden Plover
Semipalmated Plover
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[image: image3.jpg]Wikt
BLOY

BNST
AMAV

Killdeer
Black Oystercatcher +

Black-necked Stilt
American Avocet

Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Spotted Redshank
Solitary Sandpiper
Spotted Sandpiper
Upland Sandpiper
Whimbrel

Long-billed Curlew
Hudsonian Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Marbled Godwit

Ruddy Tumstone

Black Turnstone

Red Knot

Sanderling
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Western Sandpiper
Temminck's Stint

Least Sandpiper

Baird's Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
Dunlin

Stiit Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Ruff.

Short-billed Dowitcher
Long-billed Dowitcher
Common Snipe
Wilson's Phalarope
Red-necked Phalarope
Red Phalarope
Parasitic Jaeger +
Frankiin's Gull
Bonaparte's Gull
Mew Gull ¥
Ring-billed Gull
California Gul

Herring Gull

Thayer's Gull
Western Gull
Glaucous-winged Gull
Glaucous Gull

Black Tem
Marbled Murrelet +
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RODO
BTPI
MODO

BKSW

BASW

STJA
BLJA

NOCR

* Rock Dove [I]
Band-tailed Pigeon
* Mourning Dove

Bam Owl

Western Screech-Owl

* Great Homed Owl

Snowy Owl

Barred Owl

Long-eared Owl

* Short-eared Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl

Common Nighthawk

Black Swift
Vaux's Swit

Anna's Hummingbird
Calliope Hummingbird
Rufous Hummingbird

Belted Kingfisher

Lewis' Woodpecker
Red-naped Sapsucker
Red-breasted Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Three-toed Woodpecker
Northern Flicker

Pileated Woodpecker

Olive-sided Flycatcher

‘Western Wood-Pewee

Willow Flycatcher

Hammond's Flycatcher.

Pacific-slope Flycatcher

Eastern Phoebe

Say's Phoebe

Western Kingbird

Eastern Kingbird

Horned Lark

Purple Martin

Tree Swallow

Violet-green Swallow

Norther Rough-winged
Swallow

Bank Swallow

Cliff Swallow *

Bam Swallow

Steller's Jay
Blue Jay

A - Black-billed Magpie

* Northwestern Crow
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[image: image4.jpg]Common Raven

Black-capped Chickadee

Mountain Chickadee

Chestnut-backed
Chickadee

Bushtit

Red-breasted Nuthatch

Brown Creeper

Bewick's Wren

Marsh Wren

Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Mountain Bluebird
Townsend's Solitaire
Veery

Swainson's Thrush
Hermit Thru
American Robin
Varied Thrush

Northern Mockingbird
American Pipit

Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing

Northern Shrike

European Stariing [1]
Crested Myna [1]

Solitary Vireo
Hutton's Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo

Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Gray
Warbler . *
Townsend's Warbler
Hermit Warbler
Black-throated Green
Warbler
Palm Warbler
Black-and-White Warbler
American Redstart
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NOWA  Northern Waterthrush catpilr e
MGWA  MacGillvray's Warbler Ui
COYE * Common Yellowthroat DG
WIWA  Wilsor's Warbler Erilen cHatl
WETA * Western Tanager o
BHGR * Black-headed Grosbeak  f f
RSTO * Rufous-sided Towhee o lsfiicic
ATSP ~ American Tree Sparrow U u o
CHSP  Chipping Sparrow. u ru
CCSP. Clay-colored Sparrow. do il itiac
VESP  Vesper Sparrow. ac e
SAVS * Savannah Sparrow ¢ o f W
FOSP  Fox Sparrow Suini e
SOSP * Song Sparrow 8. o aln
LISP  Lincoln's Sparrow -
' SWSP  Swamp Sparrow g
WTSP . White-throated Sparrow  u 0
GCSP  Golden-crowned Sparow ¢ ca ¢ ¢
WCSP - White-crowned Spamow. - ¢ u © ¢
HASP  Harris' Sparrow r nin
DEJU  Dark-eyed Junco S Sl
LALO  Lapland Longspur u uou
SNBU - Snow Bunting u u o
BOBO ~ Bobolink ca
RWBL * Red-winged Blackbird aiialiaic
WEME  Western Meadowlark u roiu
YHBL  Yellow-headed Blackbird  u u u ¢
RUBL  Rusty Blackbird e @itated
BRBL * Brewer's Blackbird Sikor it
COGR.  Common Grackle ac
BHCO * Brown-headed Cowbird ~ f ¢ f
NOOR * Northern Oriole u for
BRAM  Brambling ac * ca ac
‘PIGR  Pine Grosbeak ca ca ca
PUFI  Purple Finch GLAEan
HOFI  * House Finch Goatin it
RECR  Red Crossbill Uuouu
CORE  Common Redpoll r T
PIS|  Pine Siski T
AMGO * American Goldfinch el
EVGR  Evening Grosbeak U uouou
HOSP * House Sparrow [1] L2 PR
Total Species: 263
Other Wildlife:

American beaver can sometimes be observed in the
marsh areas during the early morning or evening hours,
Muskrats, mink and raccoons are viewed occasionally.
Coyotes are sometimes seen on Westham lsland.
Harbour seals are visiblé year-round in the waters
around Westham sland. Painted furtles are visible
during the summer.



[image: image5.jpg]British Columbia Wildlife Watch is the
Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks'
program designed to promote viewin
pportunities within British Columbia. The
protection of wildife and their habitat, and a positive,
safe experience for the viewer are the primary
objectives of this program. Many local communities,
other agencies and public conservation groups are
involved. For more information on this or othier wildiife
viewing sites, contact the Regional BC Environment
office in Surrey [(604) 582-5200 or 1-800-665-7027;
#300-10334-152A Street, Surrey, B.C. V3R 7P8].

Sanctuary Access:

The George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary is
located on Westham Island about 8 k west of Ladner
(Delta). From the junction of Highways 10 and 17,
follow Highway 10 (Ladner Trunk Road) west. Continue
on this road as it becomes 47A Avenue and then River
Road. Watch for the Sanctuary sign at Westham Island
Road and tum right, crossing the Canoe Pass bridge
Follow this road to the Sanctuary entrance.

Visitor Hours:

- The George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary is
open from 9 am, to 4 p.m. every day. There is‘an
admission charge to the Sanciuary for non-members

- The balance of the Alaksen National Wildiffe Area is
open to visitors during business hours Monday to
Friday (except holidays). Please check in and out at
the Canadian Wildife Service office.

- While much of Westham Island is accessible by roads
and dykes, please respect private property.

This revised checklist has been compiled from known
records by Don Pettigrew and John Ireland. If you have
sighting information, or any comments regarding the
species listed, the frequency of occurrence, or the
seasons indicated please forward your comments to the
British Columbia Waterfowl Society.

‘This checklist is  joint publication of British Columbia
Wildife Watch and the British Columbia Waterfow!
Society.

Ewel Eoment Environnement
Ganada Canada
Canadian Wildiife Service canadien
Service de la faune
Funds to print this checklist have been provided by the
Canadian Wildlife Service (Pacific and Yukon Region)
((604) 666-0143; P.O. Box 340, Delta, B.C. V4K 3Y3).
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Bird Checklist:

George C. Reifel
Migratory Bird
Sanctuary

Westham Island, Delta

The George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary, a part
of the Alaksen National Wildiife Area, is located on
Westham Island in Delta. It is situated on the Fraser
River Estuary, just west of the South Atm Marshes
Wildiife Management Area. The Sanctuary contains
habitats important for migrating birds, including tidal salt
water mudflats, fresh water, brackish and salt marshes,
and upland fields. These habitats attract a wide range
of bird species, including many rare and vagrant
species. The Sanctuary is identified and signed as one
of many wildiffe viewing sites of British Columbia
Wildlife Watch.

British Columbia Waterfowl Society:

The George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary is
operated and maintained by the British Columbia
Waterfowl Society, a non-government, self-supporting;
non-profit organization. Membership in the Society
supports the ongoing efforts o preserve and manage
this important area. For more information about the
Sanctuary, the Society, or the annual Snow Goose
Festival held in November contact the Brilish Columbia
Waterfowl Society [(604) 946-6980; 5191 Robertson
Road, Delta, B.C. V4K 3N2].

Area Covered

This checklist has been prepared foruu at the
George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary. However, it
also reflects viewing opportunities thioughout the rest of
the Alaksen National Wildlife Area and on Westham
Island.





