Toronto – 26th June to 5th July 2010
Double-crested Cormorant – many seen on a visit to Niagara Falls

Black-crowned Night Heron – the same species as in Hong Kong

Green Heron – similar to our Striated Heron, a few seen
Great Blue Heron – similar to our Grey Heron, a few seen
Canada Goose – feral birds are as much a pest in Canada as elsewhere. The truly wild birds are only seen in winter

Mallard – common on parkland lakes

Hooded Merganser – one juvenile seen on a parkland lake

Turkey Vulture – usually seen circling over farmland, up to 5 birds in the sky at one time 

Osprey – seen once

Red-tailed Hawk – similar to Common Buzzard. A regular pair over local farmland

Killdeer – common on open grass or fields

Spotted Sandpiper – a few around lake shores

Ring-billed Gull – the common gull

American Herring Gull – two birds seen around a large lake

Common Tern – a few

Caspian Tern – a pair with the Herring Gulls

Mourning Dove – the common dove

Great Horned Owl – I was surprised to see this owl, the size of an Eagle Owl, on an urban rooftop but given the number of rabbits around, perhaps not surprising

Chimney Swift – like our House Swift. Not seen in my urban area (perhaps the buildings were too modern) but a few seen in commercial areas
Northern Flicker – the common local woodpecker

Downy Woodpecker – one bird regularly drumming on dead trees

Eastern Wood-Pewee – a flycatcher, very similar to Asian Brown

Eastern Kingbird – a much larger flycatcher, at least one local nest
Warbling Vireo – seen several times

Blue Jay – a few in the area

American Crow – the common local crow, similar to a Carrion Crow

Horned Lark – surprisingly common on bare fields

Tree Swallow – seen once

Cliff Swallow – similar to a Red-rumped Swallow, a few in the area

Northern Rough-winged Swallow – similar to a Plain Martin, a few in the area

Barn Swallow – the common swallow

Black-capped Chickadee – the common tit, similar in size and sound to our Great Tit
White-breasted Nuthatch – seen once
American Robin – actually a thrush, very common in urban areas. The adults are very handsome, the juveniles a bit spotty
Gray Catbird – sometimes makes a strange mewing sound, hence the name

Eurasian Starling – an introduced species, now very common and displacing some local species

Cedar Waxwing – surprisingly common, all birds seen flycatching rather than eating berries

Yellow Warbler – one or two pairs

Chipping Sparrow – one family party seen
Savanna Sparrow – common in grassland

Song Sparrow – the commonest ‘sparrow’ (actually more like a bunting), singing loudly from near the top of bushes

Northern Cardinal – seen regularly

Bobolink – seen in farmland only, not urban parks

Red-winged Blackbird – common. The name describes the males, females are brown and spotty

Common Grackle – regularly seen flying over in twos and threes, with a distinctive wedge-shaped tail
Brown-headed Cowbird – a regular species on urban lawns

Baltimore Oriole – a few in urban parks

House Finch – quite common, mostly spotty brown females and juveniles with a few red males

American Goldfinch – the common finch, the male is a handsome yellow and black bird

Eurasian House Sparrow – an introduced species, just a few pairs seen, apparently not as successful as Eurasian Starling
ouseHou
